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Young peop
le from India,  

Kenya and United K
ingdom give

their views on climate change

ourHe
ar



Introduction
As part of the In

ternational Clim
ate Challenge (

ICC) project 

in Kenya, India 
and the UK, you

ng people were
 called upon 

to give voice to
 what they think

 matters most about climate

change, to cont
ribute to the UN

 Climate Change Co
nference

2009 and beyon
d. This booklet 

contains a tiny 
selection of the

views we have rece
ived from over a thousan

d young people

from all three count
ries.

The young peo
ple have respo

nded with their perspe
ctives 

on the causes a
nd, sometimes closely felt, c

onsequences o
f

climate change, the
ir sense of injus

tice, their enthu
siasms about

the action they 
can take locally

, and their hope
s for the future.

Above all else,
the young peop

le have called t
o the current

generation of d
ecision-makers to engag

e the next, in

recognition of t
heir right to pa

rticipate in thou
ghtful

dialogue and d
ynamic action for ch

ange.

The booklet co
mes with our great th

anks to all the

young people w
ho contributed

 – their schools
 are

listed at the ba
ck – and a pres

sing engagement for

you to read all 
the voices now on the ICC we

bsite:

www.InterClimate.org/challe
nge

Foreword

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secreta
ry General and UN

Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive 
Director

These 1,000 yo
ung voices from

 India, Kenya 

and the UK nee
d to be heard lo

ud and clear in

Copenhagen in
 2009—because they re

present 

the generation 
that will inherit the co

nsequences

of the positions
 and decisions 

taken by world

leaders at the U
N climate convention 

meeting.

These voices ex
press alarm about the even

ts unfolding

around them. But they also u
nderline the re

solve of young

people to make a differenc
e. Because beh

ind every state
ment

and every expr
ession of conce

rn are real and
 tangible projec

ts

that are making a differen
ce in their com

munities and cou
ntries

to the climate change cha
llenge.

On behalf of the 
world’s young p

eople, I would c
all on nations 

to Seal the Dea
l in Copenhage

n. One thousand yo
ung voices 

are ready to pr
aise and billion

s of hands—young and old—
will

be fast to appla
ud.



Children from as young as eig
ht are showing 

an intricate

understanding 
of aspects of cli

mate change.The
y are able 

to think critical
ly and question

.There is some confusion and

ambiguity but a ra
nge of causes a

re repeatedly re
presented, such

 

as greed, use of
 electricity, tran

sport, inertia an
d political will.

Kenyan student
s have a great i

nsight into immediate concerns
 for

them such as human-wildlife conf
lict, deforestati

on and water,

while UK stude
nts talk more about wildl

ife conservation
 and

extinction, and 
about the ice ca

ps melting.There is
, however, a

shared underst
anding in most of the young

 people from all three

countries that h
umans are having 

an adverse impact on the clim
ate,

and that something needs to
 be done about 

it.

we understand
climate change!

We are between a rock and
 a hard place –

 we are all

suffering – the
 degree of the 

pinch may be different

but the point is
, we are all suffer

ing.Why?

We are living in 
a world with Mr Kamau, Mr Atieno,

Mrs Akinyi and M
adam Mueni. Five year

s ago 

Mr Kamau cleared an a
cre to build his

 ‘one-of-a-kind
’

mansion;Mr Atieno cleare
d another piec

e of land to

build his own school;Mrs Akinyi cut a
 hundred-year-

old tree to make luxurious 
furniture for h

er restaurant

and Madam Mueni cut a few Elgon Teak tre
es, 

next to her hou
se,so that she c

ould build a po
ol 

in her backyar
d.

Now, Mr Kamau’s house has
 no water, Mr Atieno’s

school has bee
n closed down, Mrs Akinyi’s res

taurant

is taking a rap
id nose-dive an

d Madam Mueni’s 

pool is dry and
 useless. All th

is is just the tip
 of 

the iceberg.Th
ey all blame their leaders

 for land-

grabbing and l
ack of plannin

g, and defend t
hemselves

saying: ‘But I j
ust cut five tre

es’.

The truth is, it
 is not time to point finge

rs. Can we

just shut up! …
 and start plan

ting trees. Only this time

we can use our r
esources wisely, thinking

 of the future

for our childre
n and for many generation

s to come.

We should listen
 to the voices o

f the foreseers
, like

Professor Wangari Maathai, from Kenya, and othe
r

voices of reaso
n from the United Nations.

I am a leader of tom
orrow, but I will have 

no-one to lead 
if we don’t take ap

propriate measures.

Are you a lead
er of tomorrow? Then: Start n

ow 

and take action
… This time wise actions!”

Shirley Kioko, ag
e 15 – Precious 

Blood Secondar
y School,

Nairobi, Kenya

The current sta
te of affairs ha

s

meant that ice m
elt that was

predicted for 2
030 has alread

y

occurred. It is 
no joke that by

2030 the arctic
 will ‘fit snugly

into a glass of 
scotch’.We don’t

need gradual c
hange slowly

relieving our d
ependence 

of fossil fuels w
e need drastic

action. In reali
ty it’s already 

too late.The da
mage has been

done.We need to stand
 and say 

to the world leaders, lo
ok: If I tell

you that if we carry on the 
way

we are the poles
 will have melted 

in 21 years tim
e. Next year when

I try to persua
de you we will be

at a point where it will happen 

in 15 years tim
e.”

Alex Paterson, a
ge 16 – Ashby

School, UK

“...global warming has affecte
d the

crops so much that farmers are in

trouble. Some years the rai
n is so

much that crops
 are destroyed.

Some year there is
 very 

less rain that t
here is no crop

s.

Because of it th
e rate of food g

rains

has increased.
The time 

will come when adequate s
upply 

of food will not be there
.”

Priyanka S Yada
r – MLRT Gala Pioneer

English School,
India

1st Hungerford 

Iceni Cub Pack,
UK

“

“



“Climate change is t
he greatest cha

llenge the 

world faces toda
y. Rising globa

l temperatures will

lead to irrever
sible changes 

in the near fut
ure”

Girish C. age 14 –
 Vidya Valley Sch

ool, India

“Does it mean that the

world is ending 
or

what is happenin
g?

How comes that you

personally kno
ws the

effects but ther
e are

no resolutions 
that 

are found?”

Crown Group – Gatugi Girls

School, Kenya

Climate change:

1.Drying up of riv
ers due to defo

restation

2.High temperatures as a 
result of

greenhouse eff
ect

3.Tourism has been affec
ted since our

beautiful, gree
n land is no lon

ger there

4.Food shortag
es due to lack 

of rainfall

5. Skin cancer 
due to UV-rays

 from the Sun

6.Human-wildlife conflict 
due to migration

of animals from their natural h
abitats

due to lack of w
ater and veget

ation

7.Change in rainfa
ll patterns due

 

to reduction of
 evaporation.

Benson, Lucy, Ra
hab, Joseph, Sam

uel, Joram and

Michael – Shamanei Secondary
 School, Kenya

The wind howls

A dust laden w
ind blows

Across the plai
ns

A milker disappoin
tedly milks

The last trickle

Not even a quart
er of the cup

The wind blows across the on
ce fertile

Shamba now a mere sandy field

The skeletons 
of cows lie in the 

River bank tha
t once was a fertile lan

d

The old man, shakes his 
head in disgus

t

As he remembers the days o
f his youth

He knows the truth abo
ut the dreaded

 issue

Climate change

‘Oh but only if it 
were in our days

, I the 

warriors would have foug
ht the catastrop

he’

But now where are the warriors who offer 

to fight this dre
aded enemy of the existen

ce 

of life on plane
t earth?

The Youth! The
 strong willed and 

determined youth will!

Grace, Benja, Jose
ph, Emma, Fidzzy and 

Nicholas – Ndal
ani Secondary S

chool, Kenya

“If all the trees
 die, the land w

ill be brown

and bare. If all
 trees go the so

il erosion 

will be more and more. Birds, bee
s and

cattle will daily wonder:Where shall we 

get our food? H
ow unclean the ai

r will be.

No beauty to che
er us up! No shade! 

No shelter! What a shame!”

Abdullghi Husse
in Omar,Ahmedkair Abdi,

Mohhamed Abdi Mohamed, Hussein Abd
ullah

Diriye and Abdi
rahman Tawane – Boy

stown

Secondary Scho
ol, Garissa, Kenya.

Yash Patil,

age 14 – 

Vidya Valley 

School, India

“The conseque
nces of climate change is i

ncrease in ave
rage temperature of Ear

th,

rise in ocean a
nd sea level, u

neven rainfall,
 long duration 

of summer, extinction 

of rare species
 of plants and a

nimals, poverty, in
flation, dispute

 between countries

etc. Now there is no tim
e for us to thin

k but to act at i
ndividual, com

munity, state

and national le
vel.Think wisely and save 

our planet. Act
 on it now.”

Sandya Nair, ag
e 17 – Bhavan’s 

College,Andhe
ri, India

Chachah, age 1
6 – 

Nakuru ICC 

Ambassadors, Keny
a

“As a student I
 am

very confused 
about

all the differen
t

views on climate

change, I do n
ot

know which ones 

to believe and 
what

the truth is”

Annie Gosling, age 17 –

Cheadle Hulme School, UK

As I walk down the valley, 

I see nothing b
ut dry ground,

Swallowing every little
 portion of water,

I cry for water, thirst too 
cruel on me.

What am I to do when I, you, we caused it?

Sarah Njegah, Jo
an Wangari,Mwajuma Wanjiku, Sally Murugi,

Lynnet Ireri and
 Ann Linet Ireri 

– St.Teresa’s Girls 

High School, Ke
nya



we want
climate
justice!

The voices we re
ceived

were articulate
 about

justice in relati
on to

climate change.The
 young

people recogni
se that 

some countries poll
ute 

most and others s
uffer most.

They recognise
 also that

climate change is a
 

common human problem

that crosses na
tional and

ethnic boundar
ies.The inter-

generational in
justice of

being left with 
the mess of

previous genera
tions comes

through strongl
y, and also

the environmental injustice

not only of the h
uman

situation but th
at of animals

and plants – na
ture, and the

links between.T
he young

people instincti
vely pick up

links with the M
illennium

Development Goals agenda –

noting that clim
ate change

will make upholding h
uman

rights and tack
ling poverty

all the more difficult.

Chania Girls 

High School, Ke
nya

Dear World Leaders,

We need you to m
ake the right d

ecision for

us. ‘The future
 is in our hand

s.’ Your choice

will change the 
world forever. N

o matter

how important you may feel your vo
ice is,

it is vital you m
ake a decision

 that will

make the Earth i
mportant.Without the

Earth you wouldn’t be aliv
e today.

Unless you make the right d
ecision

your children,
 nieces, nephe

ws, friends

will have a hard
er life than you

rs today.

Maybe your deci
sion will be based up

on

money. But think
 of the cost of m

aking the

world (or a diffe
rent planet) a s

uitable

place to live if
 we wreck the Earth

.Think 

of the cost of li
ves.What would you feel l

ike

if you were a poor pers
on in a third w

orld

country, relyin
g on your opin

ion and the

decision and y
our decision is

 ‘NO’ because

of money and then 
your crops fail

, again?

Yours sincerel
y

Molly R

Molly, age 13 – Up
ton-by-Chester H

igh ,UK

“I believe that
 developed

countries shou
ld start

keeping a chec
k on the

population of th
eir

country. Renew
able

sources of ene
rgy should

be used, like s
olar

energy and wind energy.

Unnecessary u
se of

electricity and
 fuel

should be chec
ked.

The developed
 countries

should help th
e under-

developed cou
ntries.

One of the bigge
st

problem today that the

world is facing i
s climate

change. So, we should

actually take a
ction

because it is h
igh time.

Deforestation fo
r

supplying good
s should

be stopped. Pe
ople

should start gr
eening 

the Earth!”

Vandana Khemani, age 13 –

Vidya Valley Sch
ool, India



“Africa, my mother land, is

dying because
 of destruction

of trees.We do have idea
s but

we don’t have th
e support.

Would you mind to help?”

Juhus Ngigi, Jam
es Wamwea,

Daniel Nam, Joseph Kamande,

Wicklif Ochieng, Paul Kim
ani,

Edwin Mumo and 

Josphat Safari –
 Broadway 

High School, Ke
nya

“…Why is the majority of the w
orld’s countrie

s

manufacturing v
ery dangerous

 things that cau
se climate

change and de
stroy lives and

 then complaining about
 it?”

Moh’d ali, Issacia,
Said Moh’d, Issa Moh’d,Mohamud,Ahmed and

Mohamud Bashir – Teto
 Secondary Sch

ool, Kenya 

“In 1999, just e
ight nations were

responsible for
 50% of the world’s

carbon dioxide
 emissions.

‘As you sow, so
 shall you reap

.’”

Nair Smitha, age 17, – A
darsh Education

 Society, Nallaso
para,

India

“The develope
d

nations should
 

clean their own 

mess before telli
ng 

us (India or oth
er

developing nat
ions) 

to clean ours.”

Sameer A Deshmukh, age 16 –

Loyola Junior Co
llege, India

Climate change cut
s 

across ethnic d
ivide.

It doesn’t reco
gnise 

age, gender, ra
ce, social

background bu
t adversely

affects everyon
e.”

Abby Abuya, Sh
eila Chek,

Sharon Teres, Sh
eila Mutai,

Tracy Nyokabi,V
iola Jemuge

and Grace Goidiovi – Bahati

Girls Secondary S
chool, Kenya

“…I think that cou
ntries 

also need to work together,

for example China and 

the USA, two of the bigges
t

CO2 and SO2 outputs, n
eed

to work together to
 both

lower their CO2 output 

and not blame each other,

saying one can
’t do it

without the othe
r. I think

also more cooperatio
n and

information is needed
.”

Tom Fitzpatrick, age
 16 –

Cheadle Hulme School, UK

FFeeeelliinngg ooff ccuuttttiinngg aa ttrreeee

The sheoga, th
e audumber, the neen w

ere all cut dow
n.

But the huge b
anyan tree stoo

d like a proble
m whose

roots lay deep 
under the grou

nd, 

My father ordere
d it to remove,

I stood near tre
e as an obstruc

tion not to cut 
the tree

But my father hit me on my face and pus
h me away.

The tree was cut without showing any mercy.

I feeled as if m
y heart was cut down into pieces.

Nikhil Chate, ag
e 14 – The Child

ren’s Academy, India

As youth from an arid region
 of the

third world, we speak in one
 voice

and with a lot of conc
ern that the

developed cou
ntries should s

top

emitting harmful gases into t
he

atmosphere that h
ave disastrous

effect on our e
nvironment.”

From students in the 
ICC Club,Garissa

High School, No
rth Eastern Prov

ince,

Kenya

From the economical point of vi
ew, contrary to

 conventional t
hought, 

it is actually w
iser to switch to renewable fuels now.

Fossil fuels are
 on

the verge of ex
haustion. Bear

ing this in mind, any count
ry that refuses

to change to a 
more sustainable

 lifestyle, will actually be 
left behind in

the future. How
ever, countries

 that change no
w will be the fore-r

unners

in the growing field of ren
ewables and in a 

future free of f
ossil fuels,

may actually be 
selling technol

ogy to countrie
s that lag behin

d,

clinging onto t
his old, wasteful past.

A system of carbon cred
its is also com

pletely Western orientat
ed.

Developing nati
ons that earn c

redits will sell them to the West for large

amounts of money.The West will go on pollut
ing and develo

ping nations,

with the sudden
 influx of money, will go on a spen

ding spree and
 as

most goods are b
ought from the West, the West recovers al

l this money.

Thus neither o
bjective of red

ucing emissions nor elim
inating poverty

 is

achieved. In fa
ct emissions will increase as 

the West caters to th
e needs

of the developi
ng nations. Developing coun

tries will come to rely more

and more on the West and when resources 
are exhausted 

they will 

suffer the most”

Rishabh Ghogte, age 16 – 
Loyola Junior Co

llege, India 

“…because of the 
monetary system

 in place we are failing to

tackle the prob
lem.This system of greed and c

orruption will

inhibit our prog
ress to stop or h

elp the change
 happening.

The oil and fos
sil fuels cartels

 of the world would find it har
d 

to change to re
newable practice a

nd their power will decrease.”

Edward Murfitt, age 16 – A
shby School, UK

“

“

“



Governments are consta
ntly pushing

for human rights and t
he rights of 

a child, if this 
serious threat 

is not

combated then the
re will be no

humans and childr
en to give righ

ts

to.The 1st world is so far a
head of

the 3rd world therefore 
why should

we put money into grow
ing

economically? Why not do

something that eve
ryone can ben

efit

from? At the moment climate change

is just a weapon for polit
ical

campaigns, nothin
g is being done

that’s effective
 enough. It’s li

ke

saying ‘sorry k
ids, but you ca

n’t

have a future b
ecause the adu

lt

generation is t
oo greedy and 

selfish

to care about t
he children’. A

lso the

1st world countries 
that supposedl

y

‘care’ about cl
imate change lea

ve

the global ‘sup
erpower’ (the USA) 

to produce as m
uch CO2 as they lik

e

because they a
re a ‘good frien

d’ to

have. Somebody had to s
tand up and

say ‘No!’ to climate change but
 

it seems like that will have to wait

until we’re in charge;
by which 

point it will be too late.”

Matthew Taylor, ag
e 15 – Holswort

hy

Community College, U
K

The world is perishin
g due to greed

 from

leaders hence 
they should lea

rn to be climate

sensitive and d
o away with greed. Developed

countries shou
ld reduce pollu

tion as to act a
s

good examples to the less
 developed cou

ntries.

Water conservat
ion should be p

ractised since 

it is the main local resou
rce. Less devel

oped

countries shou
ld be guided o

n how to develop

without interferi
ng with the climatic problem.

Tree planting s
hould be encou

raged most since

it is the key ro
le which should be

 played in this

project. Developed coun
tries should co

me up

with a way/means on how to assist the le
ss

developed cou
ntries with the require

d resources

to cater for sto
ppage of droug

ht.”

Esther Kamau, Caroline Nd
irangu,Ann Muchemi,

Maryanne Lotuba
, Danson Waweru, Joseph K

amau and

Hannah Mwanza – Jomo Kenyatta High
 School, Kenya

Climate change cau
ses suffering f

or people.

Many people in A
frica walk for miles in search

of water.Women are the ones
 who suffer most

because they a
re the ones who look out for

 the

family. People sho
uld be educate

d on how to

plant trees and
 how to practice irr

igation.

The only way to curb clim
ate change is t

hrough

action now for a better tom
orrow.”

Kefa Kones Kibe
t, age17 – ICC c

lub member, Nakuru

High School, Rif
t Valley, Kenya

“

“

“



The young peopl
e talk with prid

e about

achievements at home and at school
: reducing

electricity use i
n a school in th

e UK, tackling f
ood

waste in a scho
ol in India, and

 planting trees 
in a school

in Kenya, for ex
ample.They recog

nise the need fo
r both

individual and 
collective actio

n, and are pass
ionate

about raising a
wareness to inv

olve others, as w
ell as

turning off ligh
ts, saving water

, recycling mobile phones

and walking or
 scooting to sch

ool themselves.

we’re
taking
action 
now!

“...we have decided
 to plant more trees

because trees 
are water catchment bodies

and in the pres
ence of rain th

ere is food

hence no death
 by thirst...”

Samuel Kinuthia, Joe
l John, Nelson V

iljeri and Jonath
an Mbiti –

Menengai High Sc
hool, Nakuru, Ke

nya

“If your kids r
ide 

by car why not give

them exercise and

keep your carb
on

footprint low! 

Let them ride by 

a bike or scoot
er!!”

Alexandra Maughan,

age 9 – UK

“…pupils from different scho
ols collect

newspapers and th
e highest num

ber

of newspapers collec
ted in a certain

school get a ce
rtificate of rec

ognition

and then the n
ewspapers are tak

en to

the factory to b
e recycled...”

Leah, Hawii, Chr
istine, Suzzy, San

dy and Lorraine
 –

Matuu Memorial Girls High School
, Kenya

“We should start 
to work towards the

problem of climate change at h
ome by

doing small things like 
switching off the

fan and light w
hen not in use.

The second

idea is to sprea
d awareness among 

the others in y
our society and

 in your

neighbourhood
.”

Lester Pinto, age
 16 – Loyola Jun

ior College, Ind
ia

“India can bri
ng

significant cha
nge

in saving clim
ate as

it has got the m
ost

youth power than

any other natio
n.”

Pratik P. Deshmukh, age 16 –

Loyola Junior Co
llege, India

Ole Tipis Girls 

High School, Ke
nya 

Holly, age 12



Lake Olbolossat is fou
nd in the centr

al province of 
Kenya.

Years back it w
as a leading bi

rd watching site which

attracted many tourists. U
nfortunately, a

s a result of

climate change the
 water has completely dried u

p leading

to death and m
igration of all l

ife forms that existed t
here.

As ICC members we are completely concer
ned about this

and we have tried to
 educate the re

sidents to take
 steps 

to reduce prac
tices that destr

oy our environ
ment.We are

urging others t
o try and come up with way to save our

planet for the s
ake of our futu

re generation.”

Francis Kihara, R
ose Githema, Irene Muiruti, Mary Waitherero,

Dave Kangethe,
George Kamau and Grace Walysoit – Gatimu

Secondary Scho
ol, Kenya

“We are proud to 

say that though
 we 

use a lot of ene
rgy 

we saved £200 w
orth 

of electricity 

(6%).We are doing 

our best to hel
p at

home.Our school had

a lot of change
s; we

work with the lights

off and try to w
alk to

school when we can.

We use leftover w
ater

to water plants.”

Shannon, age 9 
– Cleves 

Cross Primary, UK

It’s the small steps 

that lead to the
 great

possibilities. I
’m running 

for Youth Parlia
ment later 

on this year an
d I hope to

promote taking thes
e 

steps such as w
alking when

possible and re
cycling

whatever you ca
n. I don’t

believe if ever
y one in five

people makes an effort 
it’ll

have that much of an impact.

We all need to m
ake an 

effort and pull
 together 

if we want to save this
 

world that we live in.”

Beth Hellier, age
 16 – Holsworth

y

Community College, U
K

“When we were in Form 1 

we joined a scho
ol where the

students misused food aft
er

they had becom
e satisfied.

The entire com
pound

became scattered with food.

We were really dish
eartened

with that kind of
 behaviour.

However, there were street

children who could not af
ford

food and the fa
rmers needed

it for the purpo
se of manure.

We could not tole
rate the

matter any more and formed 

a group of stud
ents where 

we advised not t
o misuse the

food and to tak
e excess food

to the school g
arden so as to

aid the growing crops. Hop
ing

that will change the 
condition

of a horrible cl
imate!”

Amina Abdz, Zahra 
Farah, Kaltuma

Yussuf, Salma Bile, Salma Hassan,

Haina Aden and
 Halima Dubow –

NEP Girls High S
chool, Kenya

Emily, age 10 – 

St. James’ Primary School, UK

“

“



These voices cal
l with clarity an

d certainty

for politicians,
and for those w

ho make 

the decisions in
 business, to pr

ovide the

framework for chang
e.They are clea

r, across 

the three contin
ents represente

d here, that

individual actio
n is important, but tha

t change 

is also needed a
t a global level 

in terms of laws,

regulations, inc
entives and pow

er sources.

They also recog
nise the role th

ey can play as

young people w
ith energy, pass

ion and influen
ce,

and address the
 politicians refr

eshingly as equ
als.

A strong, hopef
ul and active vo

ice emerges from

young people a
mongst the many voices desp

erate

to be heard at C
openhagen and

 beyond.

what we
all need 
to do...

Dear Ed Milliband

I am writing to you to
 ask you to hel

p reduce climate

change across
 the world at the Copenhagen Meeting

coming up. It made me feel sick the 
other day when 

I heard that a c
ertain celebrit

y needed his o
wn personal

power station to se
rvice one of hi

s many mansions, while

malnourished ch
ildren in Africa

 are starving fr
om the

drought. I wish that as Great Britain are
 so rich and ha

ve

no world debts han
ging over them

 it could do som
ething 

to help the less
 economically develope

d countries. If 
we

have enough m
oney for a telev

ision per house
 in the UK, 

I wish that we would use the eq
uipment responsibl

y like

only having it 
for a specific p

rogramme.We could have 

been quite eas
ily born across

 the other side
 of the world

and instead of 
going to schoo

l, watching TV, pla
ying 

on consoles, ea
ting hot meals and puttin

g them in the

dishwasher, we could have b
een taking day

s to take the

poison from berries, the on
ly food availab

le. Now that’s

food for though
t.

Rebecca, age 13
 – Upton-by-Ch

ester High Scho
ol, UK

It is mainly caused b
y human

activities.We therefore nee
d

to act promptly by 

doing everythi
ng possible 

to control the v
arious factors

that influence 
the climate

negatively.

We should be res
ponsible 

in handling waste products

from our industries
.

The youth shou
ld involve

themselves in activ
ities such

as tree plantin
g since they 

are the ones w
ho will suffer 

if we let this chanc
e go by.

The government should

double car pric
es so that 

most people may not afford

them.This will control

exhaust fumes released 

into the atmosphere.”

Violla, Dorine, S
hifa, Brenda, Joy

,

Marylne, Riaonile
, Hadig,Anne,

Rosy and Maryane – Kisumu

Girls, Kenya“Everyone in t
he world has starte

d knowing the effects 
of

climate change. I g
uess!! If not th

ey should know
 because

survival will get worse in the com
ing years.The 

following

are some points from my point of view
 that will help stop

climate change.

The government of India sh
ould be strict l

ike others in

the world in the con
text of their ru

les to be follow
ed.

The age of driv
ing licence sho

uld be increas
ed to 18, at

present it is 16
.This will help to maintain pollutio

n level.

It should be co
mpulsory for tre

es to be plante
d by

every house in
 abundance.”

Satyan Bharvika
r, age 16 – Loyo

la High School,
India

Vidya Valley 

School, India

“



“Today’s decis
ions influence

tomorrows future… You

don’t want to throw your

kids in at the d
eep end.”

Adam Duddy, age 13 
– St. Columb’s

College, Northe
rn Ireland

“Act before 

it’s too late”

Rov Kokus, age 
13 –

National Star Co
llege, India

“Discourage over
grazing and

overstocking to
 reduce soil er

osion”

Josephine, Jemimah,Mercy,Amina,Mary and Nelly-A
nn

– Ndururumo Girls High School
, Kenya

“To have a hea
lthy

life rather than

having a

luxurious life.”

Pooja Suresh Na
rvekar,

age 17 – Viva C
ollege,

India

“I think you gu
ys

should conside
r 

our future.What will

we tell our child
ren?

Where did the tr
ees

go? What’s happenin
g

to the environm
ent?”

Janet Wesula, Lorreta

Onchiri, Bakhita, S
arah,

Faith, Pauline, K
imberly

Romber,Trizah Mbagathi,

Sharon Sepchisc
his and

Jullie Njoki – Ba
hati Girls

Secondary Scho
ol, Kenya

“We are start from
 ourselves.To c

hange

the mentality that w
hat will happened

from my side only.We should think

positive and tr
y!!!”

Tejal Anil Patil, N
ew English Scho

ol,Vasai, India

“I may be just a ch
ild but I have a

n

opinion. Climate change sta
rted

years ago and 
I think it has b

een

given to the wrong people to
 sort out.”

Becky O’Rourke, ago 10
 – St James’ CEC

Primary School, UK

“Unity is stren
gth: we all need

to come together, sup
ported

by the governm
ent, to

conserve the e
nvironment.

First World countries 
should

positively supp
ort Third

World countries 
to solve 

this drastic cli
mate change,

that is now an internation
al

epidemic.”

From a student in the
 ICC Club,

Maasai Girls High 

School, Narok, K
enya.

“Change how you

make electricity

– save our world”

Purple Winslet, age 9 – 

1st Hungerford 
Cubs, UK

“We can travel a s
hort distance o

n bicycles, sto
p cutting 

down trees, use pa
per bags and a

void plastic ba
gs, grow

trees, proper d
isposal of indu

strial waste. If we will

implement all the measures, we can experien
ce heavenly

beauty on eart
h.”

Kaushal Hareram
 Prajapati, age 1

4 – MLRT Gala Pioneer Eng
lish School, Indi

a

“I think that w
e should try to

do our bit even
 if we feel like

it’s not going t
o help because

if everyone thi
nks like that

we will never chang
e.”

Annie Berrow, a
ge 16 – Ashby S

chool, UK

“Big companies like

BT and Sky use
 lot 

of phones and

computers [that] a
re

left on overnig
ht so 

I think they sh
ould 

be billed if the
y leave

electrical item
s on

overnight.Tow
ns

should cut dow
n on

Christmas lights.

Nia Horton, age
 12 –

Tibshelf School
, UK

My final idea is t
o make

sure that when every new

power station is m
ade, the

hot water vapour, w
hich is

usually conden
sed in the

power station, is p
umped

to peoples hou
ses to heat

their radiators
. ...This

would reduce th
e amount

of people burn
ing gas,

which releases C
O2.”

Nicholas Bawde
n, age 14 – 

de Ferrers Spec
ialist

Technology Col
lege, UK 

“



1. ICC should extend
 and reach out

 to schools which 

are all over the
 country to enc

ourage aforest
ation.

2.Meeting should c
reate mass awareness and pr

ovide

services that a
re environmentally friendl

y.

3.Choose member who should enfo
rce the need to

 take

concern of the
 Environment seriously.

4.Offering prizes a
nd competitions for th

is movement

towards awareness.

5.Provide tree
 species that w

on’t consume a lot of water

6. Imposing hard pe
nalties for thos

e deprecating 
the

environment.

Ekisa, Erico, Sho
les, Cirus,Timothy,Milimu, Collies 

and Benjamin – Mukumu Boys High Sch
ool, Kenya

“At least every
 citizen should

plant two seedlings of 
trees

per month due to the
 easy

access to seedl
ings.

The burning o
f plastics

should be bann
ed. Instead

they should be
 recycled.

The government should

provide and di
stribute free

tree seedlings 
to schools

and societies i
n order to

discourage def
orestation

and encourage
 aforestation.

The government should

legislate on pl
anting of

drought resista
nt trees in

dry places like
 Turkana in

order to reduce
 soil erosion.

The government should

pass the law that if a perso
n

cuts a tree he/
she should

plant twice the number to

replace it.

Nelly, Grace,Magdalene,Moti,

John,Mashak, Charity,V
iolet,

Kennedy and Q
uitar – Langa

Langa Secondar
y School, Kenya

“I feel a stitch
 in time saves nine. N

ow it is time to 

act. If each one
 of us really ta

kes the initiati
ve and 

does the follow
ing we can make a differenc

e:

• Plant a tree on
 your every bir

thday.

• Conserve electr
icity at your ho

mes.

In the newspaper I recen
tly read that th

ere is a cycle

developed with no front wheel and when you pedal 
it 

the wheel at the bac
k rotates.This 

cycle is conne
cted 

to a generator 
which generates

 electricity the
n this 

energy is cons
erved in a batt

ery. If each and
 every 

gym has this facilit
y then we can light up 

many homes.”

Glason, age 15 – 
Loyola High Sch

ool, India

“...research in
to nuclear fusi

on technology 
is unendingly 

important as it

could be a ben
ign and limitless power source. Clean energy is

 desperately

needed, espec
ially in countri

es facing indus
trial revolution

s, such as China

and India.We can work together to
 find solutions

 to these press
ing issues.”

Will Gamett, age 15 – Ho
lsworthy Community College, U

K 

• The developed
 countries

should try to a
ssist the less

developed cou
ntries to

tackle the effe
cts of climate

change by fina
ncing them.

• They should al
so practise

the ideas prese
nted by we,

the world at large.

• Countries exper
iencing

drought should
 grow

drought resista
nt crops.

• The countries 
should also

see to it that eu
calyptus

trees near water sources 

are cut down and replaced

by other less w
ater

consuming trees.

• Soil erosion aff
ected areas

should grow plants like

aloe-vera which holds the

soil particles f
irmly and can

also be of econ
omic benefit.

Acguilina, Shirly
n, Linda,

Lugano, Joyce,V
yonna,

Mumbua, Ndu,Wangui,

Maureen, Nyambura and

Kaburu – Kyeni 
Girls High

School, Kenya

Don’t take th
e car 

if the journe
y’s 

not far.

“If you destroy
 nature, nature

 will

destroy you, so
 we should take c

are 

of our environm
ent”

Caroline, Esther
, Hellen,Mary, Brenda,Ann

, Caroline,Win and

Bernice – Munyu High Scho
ol, Kenya

“By educating
 the public on h

ow to grow and produce t
heir

own food I think t
hat more people will do so theref

ore

reducing the m
iles that food t

ravels and red
ucing not only

their greenhou
se footprint bu

t also the amount of vehicle
s

on the roads tr
ansporting foo

ds therefore re
ducing pollutio

n

given out. ... A
t the moment there is a t

radition called
 

“meat free Mondays” and after askin
g around I hav

e found

out that bascia
lly no one has 

ever heard of t
his; if more

education was to be given 
about how this will affect their

health and the
 environment in a positiv

e manner, then 

I think more people will be enticed i
nto doing so.”

Ayrton Cooper 
15, de Ferrers S

pecialist Techno
logy College

“Let not the fu
ture generation

suffer the mistakes of the

people of the p
ast. For us 

to enjoy the fut
ure we have

to introduce ch
ange now.

Let’s be respon
sible for

God’s given resp
onsibility,

taking care of 
the

environment.”

Rachel, Jane, Lil
ian,Anne,Mary,

Mary, Cynthia and
 Esther –

Christ the King 
Academy, Kenya 

Ethan Clark, age
 9 – 

Campie Primary School, UK



Ideas to improve climate change:

One of the major ways of controlli
ng

climate change is b
y tree planting

.

In Kenyan ope
n drainage sys

tem is

commonly used in de
veloped areas.

The water can be use
d to start tree 

nursing which we are planning
 to 

start in our sch
ool.We believe this 

will greatly cont
ribute to a pos

itive 

climate change.

Industries they
 should use filt

ers 

to filter the gas
 emitted in the air 

also car exhau
st pipes they s

hould 

be fitted to red
uce lead emitted fumes.

A lot of water is lost thro
ugh

transpiration. I
f polythene ba

gs are 

fitted on the br
anches a lot of

 water 

can be collecte
d which can be us

ed for

domestic uses or o
ther purposes.

In schools/ind
ustries left ove

r food

should be used
 to feed animals in the

agricultural pr
ojects such an

imals can

later produce m
anure which greatly 

boosts agricul
ture.

Community should b
e careful on 

how to preserve en
ergy and water for

future purpose
.

If you destroy 
nature, nature

 will 

destroy you, so
 we should take c

are 

of our environm
ent.”

Caroline, Esther
, Hellen,Mary, Brenda,Ann

,

Caroline,Win and Bernice –
 Munyu High

School, Kenya

I think that all
 the people sho

uld be aware

about the envir
onmental crisis.Th

ere are

many people who don’t know about the

degradation of
 the environment.There 

should be publ
ic shows where in people

 

of small village shou
ld also be made aware 

of this fact.The
 Government should pas

s 

a rule of contro
lling the popul

ation

explosion. One more point is tha
t all the

people should 
use and follow

 the 4 Rs and

make sure that t
hey stick to it a

nd make 

a difference.T
hey should make

Environmental Studies a
 subject compulsory

in schools bec
ause then the s

tudents study

this subject an
d become aware about this

topic. Because
 we are the future

 generation 

of the country 
and it is upon u

s whether we

make a differenc
e or not!!! The 

Government

should also fin
d various methods of chan

ging

renewable resources
 of energy and

 making 

a difference.”

Ashita Bhan, age
 14 – Vidya Valle

y School, India

“

“

“Don’t let others 
suffer

for our mistakes.

Make the right c
hoices

at Copenhagen”

Rebecca, age 13



India

Mumbai
AABVV English

 Medium High 

School
Adarsh Educati

on Society

Bal Jeevan Trus
t 

Bhavan’s Colleg
e, Andheri

Bhavan’s Colleg
e, Chowpatty

Children’s Acad
emy,

Ashok Nagar

Children’s Acad
emy, Kandivili

Divine Child Hi
gh School

Durvelo Conve
nt High School

Gundecha Educa
tion Academy 

Guru Harkishan H
igh School

Guru Nanak Coll
ege 

of Arts and Scie
nce

Holy Cross Hig
h School

Holy Family Junior Colle
ge 

J.H. Poddar Col
lege 

Kirti M Doongursee C
ollege 

of Science 

L.S. Raheja Col
lege of Arts 

and Commerce 

Lokmanya Tilak Coll
ege

M.L.R.T. Gala Pioneer Sch
ool 

and Junior Coll
ege 

New English School
 

& Junior Colleg
e 

Nirmala Memorial Foundatio
n,

Junior College 

Pillai’s Mahatma Junior Colleg
e 

of Education 

Pioneer Junior 
College

PTVA’s Sathaye
 Junior College

 

RB Harris Colle
ge 

Sailee Internati
onal School

SIWS N R Swamy College 

of Commerce and Econo
mics 

St. Aloysius Jun
ior College 

St. Augusthi Hig
h School

St. Joseph’s Hig
h School 

St. Stanislaus Ju
nior College 

Thakur College
 of Science 

and Commerce 

University of M
umbai’s Alkesh 

Dinesh Mody Institute fo
r 

Financial & Management 

Studies
Vartak College

 of Arts,

Commerce & Science
 

Viva College o
f Art,

Commerce & Science
 

Pune
Abhinav Kala M

ahavidyalay 

D A V School 

D A V Junior Co
llege 

Dr Shamarao Kalmadi Junior

College of Arts
 and Science  

Fergusson Junio
r College 

of Arts and Scie
nce 

Garware Junior C
ollege 

of Commerce 

Indian Institute
 of Science 

Education and 
Research 

Kaveri Degree 
College of Arts

 

and Science 

Loyola Junior C
ollege 

Loyola High Sch
ool 

Modern High Sch
ool 

N C L Junior Co
llege of Science

 

Vidya Valley Sc
hool 

Kenya

East Region
Abothuguchi Bo

ys

Boystown High

Broadway High

County High

Chania Girls

Garissa High

Gatugi Girls

Inooro Seconda
ry

Itabua Seconda
ry

Juja Farm Secondary

Kihumbuini Secondar
y

Kangaru Schoo
l

Kyeni Girls
Kithimu Secondary

Kithimani Secondary

Kithyoko Secon
dary

Kitui School

Kyua Secondar
y

Kitui SDA High

Katangi Second
ary

Karima Boys

Kagumo Secondary

Munyu Girls

Moi Mbiruri Boys

Matuu HGM
Masinga Boys

Mpukoni Second
ary

Mulutu Girls

Nanyuki Boys H
igh

NEP Girls
Ndalani Second

ary

Ruiga Girls
St. Loise Nanyu

ki Girls

St. Catherine G
irls

St. Bonventure S
econdary

St. Teresa Secon
dary

Thigithu Secon
dary

Tetu Secondary

Umusalama Girls

Witima Secondary

South Region

Baraka Girls

Braeside Schoo
l

Dandora Secon
dary

Jamhuri High

Kibiko Seconda
ry

Lenana High

Moi Girls Isinya

Ngong Central

Ngara Girls

Nairobi School

Ofafa Jericho Hig
h

Our Lady of Fatim
a

Olympic High

Oloolaiser Boys

Olkejuado High

Precious Blood
 Girls

Shree Cutchi Sa
maj School

West Region

Bahati Girls Secondary

Bahati PCEA G
irls

Bishop Sulumeti Girls

Crater View Secondary

Christ the King
 Academy

Emining Boys

Eor ’Ekule Seco
ndary

Flamingo Secondary

Gatimu Secondary

Jomo Kenyatta Seco
ndary

Kabimoi Boys

Kimuri Secondary

Kangui Boys

Kiamaina Secondary

Kieni Secondar
y

Kisumu Boys

Kisumu Girls

Kasagam Secondary

Kakamega High

Kakamega Township Secondar
y

Larmudiac Secondar
y

LangaLanga Se
condary

Lions High
Mogotio Girls

Mercy Eldama Ravine Girls

Maasai Girls

Mwiciringiri Secon
dary

Mirera Secondary

Menengai High

Melvin Jones Aca
demy

Mukumu High

Moi Ndeffo Secon
dary

Narok High
Naivasha Day S

econdary

Naivasha Mixed Secondary

Nyonjoro Secon
dary

Ndururumo Girls

Ndururumo Boys

Nakuru Boys

Nakuru Girls

Ole Tipis Girls

Otieno Oyoo Secondary

Sacred Heart M
ukumu Girls

Saos Boys
St. Mary’s Secondary

St. Antony Seco
ndary

Shamanei Secondary

St. Antony Enga
shura

Secondary

St. Theresa Girls

Shieywe Secon
dary

Upperhill Seco
ndary

United Kingdom

East of Englan
d

St. Michael’s Catholi
c 

High School 

East Midlands

Alferton Grange School

Ashby School

Big Wood School, Bus
iness and 

Enterprise Coll
ege

de Ferrers Spec
ialist

Technology Co
llege

John Port Schoo
l

Long Eaton Sch
ool

Tibshelf Community School

North East
Cleves Cross P

rimary School

North West
Cheadle Hulme School

Upton-by-Ches
ter High Schoo

l

Northern Irelan
d

St. Columb’s College

South East
Desborough Sc

hool

Scotts Primary School

Sir Henry Floyd
 Grammar School

St. James’ CEC Primary School

The Grange School

The Royal Grammar School

1st Hungerford
 Iceni Cub Pack

Scotland
Campie Primary School

South West
Holsworthy Com

munity College

The following schools, co
lleges and gro

ups

all contributed
 their voices.

Adam Brown, age 11 –
 

Campie Primary School, UK 



General enquiries
e: info@InterClimate.org

United Kingdom
Michila Critchley
e: michila.critchley@InterClimate.org
t: +44 (0)20 8830 0211

India
Subha Kumar
e: subha.kumar@InterClimate.org

ICC Head Office & Pune Region
e: iccindia@InterClimate.org
m: +91 (0)93710 69730

ICC Mumbai Region
e: iccmumbai@InterClimate.org
m: +91 (0)98203 91893

www.InterClimate.org/challenge

InterClimate Network is a not-for-profit
organisation with an aim to inspire action on the
key issue of climate change. The International
Climate Challenge (ICC) is one of its projects
helping young people from Kenya, India and 
the UK to make a difference.

Contact us
If you want to know more about the International Climate Challenge,
wish to start a project or have a project you think could benefit from
its involvement with ICC, then please contact us.

Kenya
Greig Whitehead
e: greig.whitehead@InterClimate.org
m: +254 (0)720 375379

Nairobi - ICC Head Office 
and ICC South Region
e: icc.kenya@InterClimate.org
t: +254 (0)20 2153231

Nakuru - ICC West Region
e: icc.west@InterClimate.org
t: +254 (0)20 2411541

Thika - ICC East Region
e: icc.east@InterClimate.org
t: +254 (0)20 2406401 
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