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Fantastic response to Solihull’s Youth Climate Action
Survey
(Solihull, 16 March 2022) Over 550 young people in Solihull recently took part in a survey,
capturing how young people in the borough feel about climate change. Organised by Solihull
Council in partnership with the InterClimate Network, the results highlight just how
important of an issue climate change is for the next generation of Silhillians. The survey’s
high response rate provides a detailed understanding of young people’s climate
perspectives, and notably it offers insights into how the Council can support young people
and involve them in Solihulll’s net zero journey.
Coinciding with COP26, the feedback period was open to young people from ages 10 to 25
and took place between October and December 2021. A number of the key findings from
the survey report are summarised below:
•

8 in 10 young people are concerned about climate change;

•

2 in 3 young people are already choosing to act on climate change;

•

8 in 10 participants think Solihull Council should take action on climate change;

•

81% thought climate change is already having a negative effect on people’s lives
around the world; and

•

66% of young people thought climate change would affect their life in the future.

The research showed that young people in Solihull are serious about tackling climate change
and the majority are enthusiastic and willing to do their bit. Schools and colleges were
found to be the most trusted source of information for young people to learn about climate
change. However, the findings demonstrate that broadly speaking younger members of
society would like greater opportunities to get involved in climate action in schools and be
more involved in decision making.
The Council will be using the views expressed to positively influence the approach to
delivering Solihull’s Net Zero Action Plan, and in particular how to create meaningful
engagement with young people.
View the findings in full by downloading Solihull’s Youth Climate Action Research
Report. For a quick summary take a look at the Key Findings.
Councillor Andy Mackiewicz, Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Climate Change, Planning
and Housing, said: “It’s really encouraging to see how passionate and engaged young
people are about climate change in Solihull. Ultimately, many of those who participated in
the survey are future custodians of the borough and will soon be making the important
decisions that shape Solihull’s environment.
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We note that 8 out of 10 respondents believe Solihull Council should be taking action on
climate change. As a Council, tackling climate change is one of our highest priorities, which
is why we’ve set the target of making sure our own operations are net zero by 2030. On top
of that, we recently adopted the ambitious Solihull Net Zero Action Plan in November 2021,
setting out what is needed for the borough as a whole to become net zero by 2041.”
James Streeter, Executive Chairman at InterClimate Network, said: “Solihull Council
is taking the lead among local authorities in bringing the voices of young people into their
strategy for becoming a net zero borough by 2041.
The high level of engagement from this joint project provides important insights into how
young people can participate in Solihull's journey towards net zero.
We look forward to further collaboration in the future to support the partnership approach
the council has adopted towards incorporating youth voices into its Net Zero Action Plan.”
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Editor's Notes
1. Contact details
James Streeter, Executive Chairman, InterClimate Network
(James.Streeter@interclimate.org)
Communications Team, InterClimate Network (communications@interclimate.org) /
+447496059222
2. About InterClimate Network
InterClimate Network is a registered charity (No. 1100981) which provides climate
sustainability programmes to engage young people (primarily age 13-18) across the UK
with the complexities of climate change, inspire their climate action, and promote their
voices in their own sustainable future.
What problem are we trying to solve?
Climate change is the challenge of our generation. Its root cause is clear – an economic and
societal model that is exhausting the limited resources of our planet. It is critical that youth
are empowered to act on climate change and its root causes – but they currently lack
opportunities to act across lifestyle, career and society.
We work by bringing together networks of schools, partner organisations, funders and
young people. We focus on engaging with young people from a wide variety of socioeconomic backgrounds and existing attitudes towards climate change, connecting the global
reality of climate change and its effects with opportunities for local action and sustainable
career choices. Climate Voices is our core programme to inspire youth climate voices and
action through a programme of UN-style climate conferences and resources to facilitate
action in schools
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