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Explore the Facts: COP30 
What to expect from COP30 Brazil

Build up to COP30

The 30th meeting of the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties (COP30) takes place in Belém, Brazil in November. It 
arrives a decade after the landmark Paris Agreement     which aimed to limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

As more and more nations experience the consequence of climate change, COP30 faces heightened pressure to 
deliver results that are both actionable and ambitious. COP30 intends to go beyond talking about details to 
focus again on each nation’s targets, ensuring that they sit within temperature goals of the Paris Agreement 
and are clearly reported on. COP30 is also expected to act on the results of the global stocktake in 2022:

*  Halt and reverse deforestation by 2030

*  Triple global renewable energy capacity

*  Double annual average rate of global energy efficiency

    improvements

*  Transition away from fossil fuels in a fair way

The emphasis will be on tangible actions, measurable outcomes, 
and multilateral collaboration based on the Brazilian concept, 
“mutirão” or community shared effort.

“The incoming COP30 presidency invites the international community to join Brazil in a global “mutirão”  
against climate change, a global effort of cooperation among peoples for the progress of humanity.”

What are COP30 priorities?
* Climate finance: A plan was put forward at last year’s COP in Baku, Azerbaijan to meet developing states’ 
growing need and demand for funds to respond to extreme climate events. The ‘Baku to Belém Roadmap’ 
attempts to raise global climate finance from $300 billion in the Loss and Damage Fund for developing nations 
to $1.3 trillion by 2035. Decisions will be key in tackling issues such as unsustainable debt and, controversially, 
‘conditionalities’, or restraints on how developing countries can spend climate finance money (UNFCCC, 2025).

* Protecting ecosystems: It is symbolic that COP30 meets in the 
city of Belém at the mouth of the Amazon River. Brazil aims to 
further direct global focus towards forests through the ‘United for 
our Forests’ initiative, born from the 2023 Amazon Summit to 
provide a united front amongst rainforest nations (UNFCCC, 2025). 
COP16 biodiversity summit priorities may also play a part such as 
rewards for tree conservation for tropical countries (Secretaria de 
Comunicação Social, 2024).      Image by  Nareeta Martin on Unsplash

*  Energy, cities, technology and innovation themes will receive special attention at COP30 as well as forests.

* Adapting with indigenous people and local communities (IPLCs): COP30 is expected to amplify indigenous 
voices and set an example of the power of collaboration. A ‘Circle of Indigenous Leadership’ will “integrate 
traditional knowledges and wisdom into global collective intelligence” alongside the collective wisdom of past 
COP presidents, the ‘Circle of Presidencies’, including biodiversity and desertification COPs (UNFCCC, 2025). 
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Brazil’s President Lula de Silva and UN secretary general Antonio Guterres’ Global Ethical Stocktake aims to 
bring together youth, women, scientists, religious leaders, artists, business leaders, activists, indigenous people, 
and traditional communities to,

“emphasize the urgent need to align individual behaviour and decision-making with the overarching goal of  
limiting global warming to 1.5°C.” (WSDS, 2025)

Which states will be key players at COP30?

Significant actors such as the European Union will be expected to continue to offer leadership in negotiations, 
but other rising players may well gain traction such as Singapore as an Asian financial and technological hub 
(Hoffmaister, 2025).

Brazil not only has the COP Presidency and is a representative of Latin America but also represents the Global 
South as leader of the BRICS forum since January this year (gov.br, 2025). Increased global scrutiny has 
directed attention to the hotels and highways built into the Amazon seemingly to facilitate COP30 and added 
controversy to Brazil’s decision to join OPEC+ which advocates on behalf of oil profits and interests 
(McSweeney, 2025). 

Wealthy oil exporters such as Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), despite pledging major 
contributions to the Loss and Damage Fund, continue to fuel oil state collaboration groups. These states are 
expected to be contentious players at COP30 as national profits conflict with global interests. 

China's position as a major emitter will be closely watched, particularly regarding its commitment to phasing 
down coal and scaling up renewable energy. China may well be looked to as a leader in the 2025 fight against 
climate change as it increases its renewable energy output nationally and internationally through supplying 
renewable energy technology at lower and lower prices. 

Global impact of political change in USA
The United States is no longer part of the Paris Agreement, nor the 
Kyoto Protocol. Despite possible intentions to withdraw from the 
UNFCCC altogether, it still must report on its climate actions and is 
due to attend COP30. However, the US did not allow its delegates   
to attend key IPCC talks in China in February, and the extent of    
their participation at COP30 is uncertain. 

Alongside cuts from USAID, the US is projected to slash almost 10% 
global climate financing, previously at up to $3 billion for climate 
action. More details are found in Carbon Brief (2025).

  Photo by History in HD on Unsplash 

President Trump’s denial of climate science also threatens global progress as funding to climate research 
bodies has been heavily reduced (Masters and Henson, 2025). 

What does this mean for the world?

Although not unexpected, greater pressure is being placed on leading wealthier countries to provide leadership 
and climate financing in areas such as the Loss and Damage Fund and Green Climate Fund. Developing 
countries may be more vulnerable if this funding gap is not bridged. COP30 overall will be a critical space for 
nations across the world to tackle climate change ambitiously and collaboratively. 

For more research, see questions to explore overleaf and references.
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Questions to explore

1. How far can COP30 Presidency, Brazil, influence outcomes of the talks this year?

2. Which nations have the most ambitious and effective Nationally Determined Contributions?

3. Alongside nations, what are the Party Groupings that work together at UNFCCC COP negotiations?

4. How might the USA’s approach to climate change impact other state’s positions at COP30?

5. What is the role of non-state actors such as oil companies or youth activists at COP?

Author: Lorien Bray, Associate, Just Ideas with InterClimate Network.
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